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We are thrilled to welcome 
you to this year’s conference 
and pray that you will have an 
encouraging and challenging 
day sharing God’s word and 
fellowship.  
 
We are also thrilled to 
welcome Claire Smith to 
SWITCH-Lite this year. She 
will be taking us through all 
of God’s Word as we explore 
some big, relevant issues for 
our times.  
  

Enjoy your day! 
 

 
 

Switch on to God, His 
word and His people.  

  
 
The committee 
 (wearing black shirts/ pink 
scarves) 
Lesley Errington, Louise 
Goldman, Linda Heslehurst, 
Amanda Lawrence, 
Becky Millburn, Anne 
Thompson & Judy Willis 
  

 

Welcome to  
 

 
-Lite 2018 
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Talk 1: God’s Design for the Original Man and Woman 
 
Just a ‘social construct’? 
 

gender and identity 
 
How can we know? 
 

obstacles  
 
Bible and the Holy Spirit   

 
God created man – male and female: Genesis 1 
 
two	complementary	accounts	(Gen.	1:1–2:3;	2:4–25)	
	
‘man’	or	humankind	in	the	image	of	God	(Gen.	1:26–27;	9:5–6)	
	
male	or	female		
	
fill	the	earth	and	subdue	it	(Gen.	1:28)	
	
God	is	spirit	(John	4:24)		
	
feminine	descriptions	 
 
God’s	self-revelation:	Father,	Son,	and	Spirit	of	the	Father	and	the	Son	
	
‘Let	us	make	man	in	our	image’	[…]	‘in	the	image	of	God	he	created	him;	male	and	female	
he	created	them’.	(Gen.	1:26,	27)	
	
ordered	relations	within	the	Godhead	(1 Cor. 11:3, cf. 11:7–8, 12).		
	
unity	and	differentiation;	order	without	inequality	
	
equal	in	humanity,	dignity,	worth	and	purpose	but	not	identical		
	
unity	and	complementarity	
	
Neither male nor female but all one in Christ Jesus 
 

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, there is neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal. 3:28) 
 
all equally ‘sons’ of God  
 
divisions not distinctions  
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Man and woman in the garden: Genesis 2 
 

differences between man and woman  
 
temporal and relational priority 
 
first-formed (cf. 1 Tim. 2:13; 1 Cor. 11:8) 
 
from him, and for him (1 Cor. 11:8–9)  
 
they need each other (1 Cor. 11:11–12)  
 
not symmetrical or identical or interchangeable 
 
our experience distorts our view 
 
equality 
 
character of LORD God (Gen.	2:4	cf.	Exod.	3:14–15) 
 
‘alone’ and ‘not good’ 
 
‘helper’ (Deut. 33:29; Pss. 33:20; 70:5; 115:9, 10, 11; Isa. 30:5; Ezek. 12:14; Hos. 13:9) 
 
type of relationship 
 
similar and equal, and different with order 
 
partnership of equals 
	
Disordering God’s orderly creation: Genesis 3 
 
reversal	of	God’s	created	order		
	
man:	eating	and	listening	(Gen.	3:17)	
 
God	speaks	to man first 
 
‘The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate’ (Gen. 
3:12) 
 
‘desire’ and ‘rule’ = battle for control (Gen. 3:16 cf. 4:7) 

 
But this is not the end 
 

 ‘for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 3:23)  
 
Christ: the perfect image of the invisible God (2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15)       Claire Smith © 2018 
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Talk 2: God’s Design for Men and Women in Marriage 
 
Our experience and God’s word 
 
 
The differences in summary: Colossians 3:18–19 
 

Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands love your 
wives, and do not be harsh with them. 

 
1. equal moral agents (Gen. 1:26–28) 
2. not identical, reversible or interchangeable 
3. order  
4. all wives and all husbands 
5. not conditional  
6. submit herself 
7. husband’s responsibilities and duty 
8. counter-cultural (cf. Col. 3:13–14) 
9. reverse Genesis 3:16  
10. the new-self  

 
The differences explored: Ephesians 5:21–33 
 

Also Ephesians 5:21–33; Titus 2:5; 1 Peter 3:1–7 
 
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the saviour. 
Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in 
everything. (Eph. 5:22–23) 
 
why?  
 
how?  
 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her […] 
In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hater their own body, but they feed and care 
for their body, just as Christ does the church – for we are members of his body. “For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will 
become one flesh”. This is a profound mystery – but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself and the wife 
must respect her husband. (Eph. 5:25, 28–33) 
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how?  
 
why? 
 
only Christ  
 
the model of a husband’s love 
 

The ultimate marriage: Ephesians 5 
 

right for then but not for now?  
 
counter-cultural then 
 
God’s purposes in Genesis 2 (cf. 1 Cor. 11:2–16; 14:26–40; 1 Tim. 2:11–15) 
 
marriage of Christ and his bride   

 
Submission explored 
 

one pattern with many expressions  
 

1. children (Luke 2:51; 1 Tim. 3:4; cf. Tit. 1:6); slaves (Tit. 2:9; 1 Pet. 2:18–25); to God (Jas. 4:7); to 
Christian leaders (1 Cor. 16:15–16; 1 Pet. 5:5); to civil authorities (Rom. 13:1; Titus 3:1; 1 Peter 
2:13); all things to Christ (Eph. 1:22; Phil. 3:21; Heb. 2:5, 8; 1 Peter 3:22); demons to the rule 
of Christ (Luke 10:17); church to Christ (Eph. 5:24); Christ to the Father (1 Cor. 15:27–28). 
 

2.  ‘to the Lord’ and ‘as the church submits to Christ’ 
 

3. being filled by the Spirit (Eph. 5:18) 
 

4. thoughtful and deliberate  
 

5. godly influence 
 

6. not mutual or reciprocal (Eph. 5:21)  
 

7. not like slavery 
 

8. abuse is not biblical marriage 
 

beauty and goodness of God’s design  
 
signposts to the true marriage of the Lamb  
 
 
 

Claire Smith © 2018 
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Talk 3: God’s Design for Men and Women in Church 
 
One body with many parts 
 

Sesame Street song 
 
• different	gifts	(Rom.	12:3–8;	1	Cor.	12:4–30;	Eph.	4:11)	
• Christian	maturity	(Gal.	6:6;	1	Tim.	3:6)		
• opportunity	(1	Cor.	7:17–35;	2	Cor.	12–15;	Phil.	2:25–30;	1	Tim.	5:13;	6:17–18)		
• prominence	and	participation	(1 Cor. 12:22–26; 14:5–6, 9–19, 23–24, 26–39)		
• age	(1	Tim.	5:1–14;	Titus	2:2–6;	1	Peter	5:5)		
• roles	and	functions	(1	Cor.	3:5–10;	16:15–16;	Eph.	4:12;	Phil.	1:1;	1	Thess.	5:12;	1	Tim.	3:1–13;	

5:18;	Heb.	13:7;	1	Peter	5:1)		
• gender	
	
we	all	belong	
	
1	Corinthians	11:2–16	
	
gender	distinctions	and	relational	order		
	
But	I	want	you	to	realize	that	the	head	of	every	man	is	Christ,	and	the	head	of	the	woman	is	man,	
and	the	head	of	Christ	is	God.	(1	Cor.	11:3)	
	
theological	reasons		
	
not	‘source’	and	not	culture		
	
1	Corinthians	14:26–40	
	
balancing	two	outcomes	(1	Cor.	14:26;	cf.	1	Cor.	12:7)	
	
tongue-speakers	and	potential	prophets	to	be	silent	(1	Cor.	14:28,	30)		
	
women	to	be	silent	(1	Cor.	14:34)	
	
weighing	prophecies	(1	Cor.	14:29)		
	
‘the	Law’	(1	Cor.	14:34,	cf.	14:21)	
	
1	Timothy	2:11–15	
	
two	things	to	do	and	two	things	not	to	do		
	
• have	authority	over	men	

• ongoing,	authoritative	instruction	of	God’s	people,	in	his	truth,	from	his	Word		
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reasons	(1	Tim.	2:13–14):	temporal	priority	of	man	and	the	Fall	(Gen.	2	and	3)	
		
not	cultural	or	situational	
	
Ministry by women 
 

descriptions of women doing ministry 
 

• wives and mothers (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14–15;1 Tim. 5:9; Rom. 16:13) 
• formation of assemblies (Acts 16:13–15; 17:4, 12)  
• hostesses (Acts 12:12; 16:40; Rom. 16:3–5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15)  
• tongues, prayed and prophesied (Acts 1:14; 21:5, 9; 1 Cor. 11:5; 1 Tim. 5:5)  
• industry and charity (Acts 9:36–41)  
• Phoebe, Priscilla, widows (Rom. 16:1–2; Acts 18:26; 1 Tim. 5:10)  
• fellow workers (Acts 18:2; Rom. 16:4; Phil. 4:2–3) 
• travelled, laboured, imprisoned (Acts 8:3; 22:4; Rom. 16:6, 7, 17; 1 Cor. 9:5)  
• greetings and letters (Rom. 16:16; 2 Tim. 4:21; Philemon 2) 
• all Christians (e.g., Acts 2:42–47; 1 Cor. 2:7; 11:26; 14:25; 2 Cor. 10:7; 1 Thess. 1:3, 7; 5:11)  
 
instructions for women doing ministry 
 

• deaconesses or wives of deacons (1 Tim. 3:11) 
• older women to teach younger women (Tit. 2:3–5) 
• general comments  

to their husbands (1 Cor. 7:1–5; 1 Cor. 7:16; 1 Peter 3:2) 

widowed relatives (1 Tim. 5:16) 

opportunities of singleness for ministry (1 Cor. 7:8, 34, 40) 
 
all teach and admonish one another (Col. 3:16)  
 
all participate and contribute (e.g., 1 Cor. 14:26, 31; 1 Thess. 5:11) 
 
all pray and work for advance of gospel (Col. 4:2–6; 1 Peter 2:11–12; Acts 1:8; Col. 1:28) 
 

Ministry to women by women 
 

lived-knowledge and rapport – Paul’s example (1 Cor. 9:19–23)  
 
fill the earth and subdue it with message of the gospel (cf. Gen. 1:28) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Claire Smith © 2018 
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Articles and resources* to encourage you to keep thing about the issues 
raised today: 

• Podcast of 5 excellent, very listenable talks:  
‘God’s design for women’ by Alistair Begg 
https://itunes.apple.com/au/podcast/revive-our-
hearts/id1181154045?mt=2&i=1000414554620 
Webpage link  
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/series/gods-design-women-alistair-begg/ 
 
REVIVE OUR HEARTS is a USA radio ministry to women- founded by Elisabeth Elliot 
 

• ARTICLE ON #METOO MOVEMENT 
https://www.reviveourhearts.com/true-woman/blog/how-should-we-respond-metoo/ 
 

• THE GOSPEL COALITION 
Domestic Spiritual Abuse 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/hidden-epidemic-god-hates/ 
Responding to transgender revolution 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/responding-to-the-transgender-
revolution/ by Rob Smith  
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/challenge-feminism-1-call-feminists/ by Claire 
Smith 
https://au.thegospelcoalition.org/article/challenge-feminism-2-gods-better-solutions/ 
 

• FOR THE CHURCH 
5 Prayers to pray for your husband 
https://ftc.co/resource-library/blog-entries/5-prayers-to-pray-for-your-husband 
No Lesser Woman 
https://ftc.co/resource-library/1/2917 
 

• THE PRISCILLA AND AQUILA RESOURCE  CENTRE-resources for marriage, 
singleness, women and women in ministry(volunteer, paid etc) 

https://paa.moore.edu.au/resource-centre/ 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-most-important-text-on-marriage 
https://sydneyanglicans.net/blogs/the-invisible-women -women in Christian history 

• Solas – www.solas-cpc.org 
• Living Out – http://www.livingout.org/ 

 
*All these resources are listed on our Switch website and are interactive for easy access.  
 
SWITCH website:  http://www.southernwomen.org.au/ 
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HELPFUL BOOKS   
Sam Allberry, Is God anti-gay? And other questions about homosexuality, the Bible and 
same-sex attraction Good Book Company, 2013 
Christopher Ash, Zeal without Burnout 
Christopher Ash, Married for God: Making your marriage the best it can be, IVP, 2007. 
Rosaria Butterfield, Tales of an Unlikely Convert   
DA Carson, How Long O Lord; and   Love in Hard Places 
John Chapman, Know and Tell the Gospel  
Susan T Foh, Women and the Word of God 

CS Lewis, That Hideous Strength  
Albert Mohler, We cannot be silent: Speaking Truth to a Culture Redefining Sex, Marriage 
and the Very Meaning of Right and Wrong   Thomas Nelson, 2015. 
Russell Moore, Onward: Engaging the Culture without Losing the Gospel, B&H Books, 
2015. 
Gloria Furman Kathleen Nelson, (ed) Word Filled Women's Ministry (Chapter 2 by Claire 
Smith) 
J I Packer, Knowing God (now comes with a study guide) 
John Piper and Wayne Grudem, Recovering Biblical Manhood and Womanhood.  
Vaughan Roberts, Transgender Good Book Company, 2016. 
Thomas Schmidt, Straight and Narrow 

Ed Shaw, The Plausibility Problem: The Church and same sex attraction, Inter-Varsity Press 
,2015  
Claire Smith, God’s Good Design: What the Bible really says about men and women, 
Matthias Media, 2012. 
Jen Wilkin, Women of the Word  
Nancy De Moss Wolgemuth, Lies Women Believe 
Nancy De Moss Wolgemuth, Dannah Gresh and Erin Davis, Lies Young Women Believe 
Nancy De Moss Wolgemuth, Adorned-Living out the Beauty of the Gospel Together   
Mark Yarhouse, Understanding Gender Dysphoria   
 
All these book resources are listed on our Switch website  
 
 
 
Anglicare  
In partnership with parishes and others, Anglicare provides a range of services that 
promotes dignity, safety, participation and wellbeing for people in their relationships, 
homes and communities. 
	
https://www.anglicare.org.au/	
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Date for Switch 2019  

19th October 
Speaker - Anabelle Nixey 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledgements and Thanks 
OUR THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TODAY TO MAKE SWITCH A PROFITABLE AND ENJOYABLE DAY.  
 
 
 Talks   We are grateful to our speaker, Claire Smith, for her willingness to 

come and teach the word of God so faithfully at a very busy time of 
year.    

Book reviews    Jo Rokobauer  

Bookshop   Reformers’ Bookshop   (reformers.com.au) 

MC    Keturah Jones 

Music    Christy Dallimore, Esther De Kraker and Amanda Lawrence SHARE  

Prayer Counsellors Janice Ackland, Jan Tillet & Anne Thompson 

Morning Tea   Bomaderry Men’s Bible Study Group  

Coffee Caravan The Bearded Brewer (beardedbrewercoffee.com.au) 
 
 


